
From 2015-2020: 

• Non-Hispanic Black residents had a 6.2-fold increase in mortality due to synthetic opioids 

other than methadone. 

• Both non-Hispanic white residents and Hispanic residents had almost a four-fold increase. 

• Nationally, Hispanic people (11.8-fold) and non-Hispanic Black people (11.3-fold) had higher 

increases compared to non-Hispanic white people (4.9-fold). 

• Illicitly manufactured fentanyl continued to be widely available across the U.S.
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Refence: 1. 2020 National Drug Threat Assessment, Drug Enforcement Administration. 

Produced by: Bureau of Specialty Behavioral Health Services, Substance Use, Gambling, and Epidemiology Section.  

Data Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Health Statistics, National Vital  

Statistics System, Multiple Cause of Death Files, 2015-2020. 

 

In 2020, there were 2,759 deaths due to drug poisonings in Michigan. Of these deaths, 
69.8% involved synthetic opioids other than methadone. 
 
Synthetic opioids other than methadone includes illicit fentanyl and legal opioids available by prescription. 

 

Rise in overdose deaths involving synthetic 
opioids, especially among Black residents. 

 

Drug Poisoning Deaths Involving Synthetic Opioids Other than Methadone, by Ethnicity, 

Michigan, 2015-2020. 
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The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) does not discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, national 
origin, color, sex, disability, religion, age, height, weight, familial status, partisan considerations, or genetic information. Sex-based discrimination 
includes, but is not limited to, discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, sex characteristics, and pregnancy. 
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